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Knowledge about the temperature distribution inside solid-state laser crystals is essential for calculation
of thermal phase shift, thermal lensing, thermally induced birefringence, and heat-induced crystal bend-
ing. Solutions for the temperature distribution for the case of steady-state heat loading have appeared in
the literature only for simple cylindrical crystal shapes and are usually based on numerical techniques.
For the first time, to our knowledge, a full analytical solution of the heat equation for an anisotropic cubic
cross-section solid-state crystal is presented. The crystal is assumed to be longitudinally pumped by a
Gaussian pump profile. The pump power attenuation along the crystal and the real cooling mechanisms,
such as convection, are considered in detail. A comparison between our analytical solutions and its nu-
merical counterparts shows excellent agreement when just a few terms are employed in the series solu-

tions. © 2008 Optical Society of America
OCIS codes:

1. Introduction

Thermal effects in solid-state lasers are unavoidable,
particularly when the laser medium is pumped by
high-power beams. Nonradiative relaxations and
quantum defects are mainly responsible for thermal
effects [1]. Mechanisms such as concentration
quenching [2] and energy transfer upconversion [3]
are also named as other heating contributors. The in-
duced heat load of the lasing medium needs much at-
tention when the pump beam is focused to a small
size. The requirement for a tightly focused beam leads
to a high pump deposition energy and a high thermal
loading density. The laser crystal then suffers various
thermomechanical and thermo-optical effects such as
thermal lensing, birefringence, and heat-induced
crystal bending [4—6]. In this regard, there are many
publications that are especially devoted to thermal
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effects in laser crystals. Among them, Sabaeian and
Nadgaran [7] have demonstrated not only that these
thermal effects play crucial roles in generating laser
beams, but also that they are even much stronger and
more influential in generating other laser beam fa-
milies such as Bessel-Gauss beams. Thus modeling
of thermal problems is seen to be an important issue
that addresses the thermally induced effects. The va-
lue of such models is heavily dependent on the tem-
perature distribution function for the laser crystal
and the more realistic boundary conditions used.
Most attempts so far for modeling these effects, how-
ever, are based on the temperature distribution ob-
tained for just simple cylindrical crystal shapes
[6,8—-10], and research studies had to use these cylind-
rical-based solutions even for cubic cross-section crys-
tals [11-13]. Only recently, the thermal effects of a
Nd : YVO, slab laser was reported by Ma et al. [14].
Although they pointed out many important para-
meters influencing the thermal model, their model
is based on simple boundary conditions in which
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the slab was assumed to be infinitely long along one of
the axes of the Cartesian coordinate system. Shi et al.
[15] also reported the solution of the heat equation for
a cubic geometry. They, too, adopted a simple bound-
ary condition in which the temperature of all six faces
was taken to be zero and constant. Although they
solved the heat equation skillfully by including the
pump attenuation term, the assumption of constant
temperature for all faces, particularly for end faces,
should be reconsidered.

The main aim in the present paper is to present a
comprehensive analytical solution of the heat equa-
tion for an anisotropic crystal of cubic geometry, since
the temperature distribution function is essential in
calculation, simulation, and prediction of thermal ef-
fects. Through comprehensive comparison of the ana-
lytical solutions with the numerical one, one can
confirm that this analytical solution possesses a con-
siderable level of reliability that can be elegantly em-
ployed in complicated thermal analysis of laser
media. Here longitudinal diode pumping is assumed
because of the many advantages that this technique
has over other pumping techniques. Among these ad-
vantages, one can name the availability of high lasing
efficiencies, enormous flexibility in the resonator de-
sign, diversity of the operating wavelengths, and re-
lative ease with which fundamental transverse mode
and linearly polarized operation can be selected [1].
Our results were specifically applied to Nd | ¥VO,
crystal, which has proved to be a promising laser med-
ium [13-18] because of'its large stimulating emission
cross section at the 1064 nm wavelength, broad ab-
sorption band at 808 nm, strong pump absorption
[19], andigoodithermaliconductivity (11]. The crystal
was assumed to be pumped by a Gaussian pump pro-
file, and realistic mechanisms of cooling of end faces
and lateral faces of the cube were considered in detail.
In this respect, three different cases were adopted for
obtaining a complete solution to the heat equation.
First, a case in which the four lateral faces were kept
at a constant temperature equal to the ambient tem-
perature was investigated. In this case convection
was allowed to cool the end faces. In the second case,
a constant temperature different from the ambient
temperature was assumed for the four lateral faces,
and convection still cools the end faces. Obviously,
the above two cases are related to a so-called perfect
cooling mechanism. Finally, we have solved the heat
equation for a general case in which a convection cool-
ing mechanism for all six faces was assumed. In this
generalized case we took different heat transfer coef-
ficients for the lateral and end faces. The results were
applied to a Nd : YVO, crystal and were compared
with the results of the numerical solutions. The com-
parison not only shows very good agreement between
the two methods but also indicates considerable relia-
bility of the analytical expressions.

2. Heat Equation

The general steady-state heat equation for an aniso-
tropic cubic solid in Cartesian coordinates is given
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BZT(x,yvz) azT(x,y,z) azT(xvyvz)
L L e
:—S(.’)C,y,Z), (1)

where T is temperature, K, K, and K, are three dif-
ferent thermal conductivities along x, ¥, and z axes,
respectively, and S is the heat source density in watts
per meter. In the case of end pumping, the source
term for a crystal with dimensions a x b x ¢ can be
written as [5]

sera-amf ()
+ < —g)z} /wﬁ} exp(-1z)  (2)

with
2nP

QO = ) (3)
nw2(1-e7¢)erf (%) erf (%)

(4

where , is the pump beam spot size and y is the
pump beam absorption coefficient. In Eq. ) n=1-
Ap/4 is the quantum defect, in which 4, (4;) is the
pump (laser) wavelength. Also, P stands for @lbSerbed

pump power and erf (x)2 for the grrorifanetion defined
by erf(x) = 2/y/x [Fe " d¢ [20].

3. Boundary Conditions and Solutions

Figure 1 shows our three-dimensional crystal cube.
As in all three cases mentioned above, the two end
faces of the crystal are cooled by convection; the fol-
lowing boundary conditions were assumed [21]:

0T (x,y,2)

K. 0z

70: h, [T(x,y,z = O) - TO] (4)

for the z = 0 end face and

T
& ICID] gy z—o)-T) (5)
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Fig. 1. Schematic of cubic geometry crystal.
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for the z = ¢ end face. Here, A, is the heat transfer
coefficient for end faces and T, is the ambient tem-
perature.

Depending on the cooling system, the boundary
conditions would be different for the four lateral
faces. They may be kept at a constant temperature
or be cooled by convection. These cases will be inves-
tigated in the next subsections.

A. Case I: Same Constant Temperature for the Four
Lateral Faces

In this case, it is assumed that the four lateral faces of
the cube are kept in thermal equilibrium with the am-
bient, so the proper boundary conditions can be writ-
ten as [15]
T(x=0,.2)

—TOZT(x:a,y,z)—T():O, (6)

T(xvy:OaZ)_TO :T(x7y:b7z)_T0 =0. (7)
Equations (6) and (7) together with Egs. (4) and (5)
form a complete set of boundary conditions for this
case. The temperature distribution in the crystal that
satisfies the above boundary conditions can be ex-
pressed as

T(x,y,2) =

i:l Tpn(2) sin (?) sin (nbiy> +To,
(8)

where T',,,(z) is a function to be found to satisfy the
end faces conditions, Egs. (4) and (5). By substituting
Eq. (8) into Eq. (1), multiplying both sides by
sin(m'zx/a) sin(n'zy/b), and integrating over x and
yfromx=0—>acandy =0 — b, we get

d*T,0 (2)
d22

4Qo

where
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V2nw, mn
_ -m?n%w /Sa
5 € 1n( 2)
2
xRe{erf(;/;a W'Z%)}, (11)

b
/ ~20y-5/2°/0% gin(ny /b) dy
0

202 /8b2 nr
an(22)
x Re{erf <\/§b +1 \/_n;ra)p) }
20, 4b

It is clear that for even values of m and n the integrals
of Egs. (11) and (12) would be zero. This decreases the
number of terms in Eq. (8) by half. Equation (9) is an
ordinary differential equation that can be solved by
finding a general solution for its homogenous form
plus a particular solution for its inhomogeneous form.
The overall solution to Eq. (9) is then

(12)

V2r p, o-n%

\V]

Ton(2) = Ajppelm? + A eIz B, o772,
where the unknown coefficients A}, and A, are to be
found and B,,, coefficients are defined as

(13)

4Q0pm an

B, =—5——.
" abKL (- TT)

(14)

By substituting Eq. (8) into Egs. (4) and (5), we get the
following two equations:

dT,,, o
Kz? Z:O_ha Tmn(z - 0) - Ov (15)
K, dg;‘” Z:C—i—ha Ton(z=c)=0. (16)

Now, inserting Eq. (13) into Egs. (15) and (16) gives us
the values of A}, and A;,,, (see Appendix A).

To this end, we ended up with a compact solution of
Eq. (1) for the first case, that is, Eq. (8) with all
known functions.

B. Case Il: Same Constant Temperature for the Four
Lateral Faces, Different from the Ambient Temperature

Here, in this case, the four lateral faces are kept at 7'y,

different from the ambient temperature T'y. So the

boundary conditions will take the form
T(xzoayaz)_le _T1:O7

Tx=a,y,z) (17)

Tx,y=0,2)-T,=T(x,y=0b,2)-T; =0, (18)
where T'; is the coolant temperature. Equations (17)
and (18) together with Egs. (4) and (5) form another
complete set of boundary conditions suitable for this
case. The initial temperature distribution takes the

form
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(19)

In this case some of the calculation steps are similar to
case I, but we end up with Eqgs. (22) and (23) instead
(see below).

By substituting Eq. (19) into Egs. (4) and (5), we

have
E {Si[l <—> sin (; “Zy)
m,n=1

a7,
X (Kz ? - haTmn)

}—mAﬂ (20)

2=0

> Lsin (™7 sin ("2 (- o _
m;l{sm( o )sm( b )( K P hT,,m)

— h, AT,

.

(21)

where AT =T, -T,. By multiplying both sides of
Eqgs. (20) and (21) by sin(m/zx/a) sin(rn'zy/b) and in-
tegrating over x and y fromx =0 > aandy =0 — b,
we obtain

dT'
K mn _ T —
z dZ 20 ha mn (Z O)
164
« AT n,m =odd
= < mnn? ) 22
{ 0 others ’ (22)
KSZ2| AhaTo(e =0
-16h
2% AT n,m = odd
= mn? ) . 23
{ 0 others (23)

Here again odd values of m and n are concerned [see
Eqgs. (11) and (12))]. The solutions of Egs. (22) and (23)
can provide the values of A, and A;,, for this case
[see Appendix A, Eq. (A2)].

Despite the apparent resemblance between cases I
and II, one can realize how the simple Eqgs. (15) and
(16) of case I are replaced by Eqgs. (22) and (23) of
case II. So, it is worth differentiating between the
two different cases.

C. Case lll: Convection for All Six Faces

CaseIllis the most realistic and general case in which
thecrystal coolsviathe air convection mechanism orby
being in contact with an imperfect cooling system. In
this case the boundary conditions take the forms [21]
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KL hTey.e)-Tos  (24)
ox x=0
_Kx a_T = hs [T(xvyvz) - TO]x:m (25)
0x x=a
oT
Ky ai = hs [T(x,y,z) - TO]y:Ov (26)
'y y=0
oT
_Ky ai = hs [T(x,y,z) - TO]y:bv (27>
y y=b
&L ChTwye)-Toy  (28)
0z z=0
K9 = Ty2)-To.  (29)

In the above expressions we have used two different
heat transfer coefficients for lateral and end faces.
We chose the initial temperature distribution expres-
sion as follows:

= A
T = T in | =
w2) = 3 Tun@sin(“5 4
. (O

xsin( == +06,)+ Ty, (30)
where a,,, f,,, 6,,, and 0, are constants to be found to
satisfy the boundary conditions of Eqgs. (24)—(29).

To get the values of a,, and j,,, we first substitute
Eq. (30) into Eqgs. (24) and (25) and then use the lin-

ear independency properties of sinusoidal functions.
We end up with

tan(g,,) = Sx%n

(31)

Kxam
ha

tan(a,, + ) = - (32)

This is a set of nonlinear equations. If we eliminate
P, between Egs. (31) and (32), we get

K.a,, hga
2 cot(a,,) = ha Koo

(33)



Equation (33) needs to be solved numerically. Then
the values of g, are

K.a
=tan™!( =" ).
=t (552
In order to calculate 6, and 6, we use Egs. (26) and

(27) to find a set of equations similar to Egs. (31) and
(32), as

(34)

(35)

tan(s, +6,) = - (36)

Following the approach used for finding «,, and g,,,
we can find §,, and 6,,.

To find T,,(2) in this case, we substitute Eq. (30)
into Eq. (1), leading to

d?T,,,(2) 0 16Q,
_TerA 7 —__ -1z
where
K. (a2 K, /(5?2
9 _ x m Y n
Fm”_Kz<a> +Kz<b> ’ (38)

To obtain A,*,’m and A;,, coefficients, we follow the ap-
proach given in Subsection 3.A. A 51m11ar treatment
gives us the coefficients indicated by Eq. (A3) (See
Appendix A).

In deriving Eq. (37), one may debate the orthogo-
nal properties of sine functions appearing in Eq. (30).
The proof that these sine functions are indeed ortho-
gonal is given in Appendix B.

4. Results and Comparison with Numerical Solution

In this section, the expressions obtained in the pre-
vious sections will be applied to Nd : YVO, cubic crys-
tal, and the results will be compared with their
numerical counterparts obtained by finite element
methods. This comparison can eventually yield the
number of terms needed in Eq. (8) for a given degree
of accuracy. The crystal considered was a 3mm x
3mm x 5 mm Nd: YVO, crystal block [15,19] with
thermal conductivity of K, =K, =51WK!m!
and K, = 5.23 WK ! m™! [21]. The heat transfer coef-
ficient of end faces was taken as h, = 6.5 WK-1m2.
The crystal was assumed to be pumped by a Gaussian
beam of wy = 0.4 mm at 4, = 808 nm delivering a la-
ser beam of 4, = 1064 nm. The pump absorption coef-
ficient at 4, = 808 nm is about y = 14.8 cm~!, and the
absorbed pump power was taken to be P = 15W.
Figure 2 shows a three-dimensional temperature
distribution in the X-Y plane at Z = 0 under bound-
ary conditions mentioned in Section 3. The ambient
temperature is Ty = 300 K, and the m and n indices

7/2 wye /3 sin(p,, + a,,/2) Re {erf(

4t \/_a'”wpﬂ

_ Jiexp[-2(x —a/2)?/w})| sin[(ax/a) + fldx 2w,
om = 2 - [sin(2ay, + 2f,,) - sin(2f,,)]/ay, B 2 - [sin(2ay, + 2f,,) - sin(2f,,)]/ay, ’
(39)
202 /8b2 .t \/— wp
 Jpexpl-2ly— b2 b sinlln5) oy VTR sin(0, 5,/ Reert (24 %y )|
" 2 — [sin(26, + 26,,) - sin(26,,)]/6, N 2 — [sin(26, + 26,) - sin(26,)]/6,

Equation (37) is similar to Eq. (9) with some differ-
ences. Its solution can be written simply as

Tmn (2> = A;';Ln ermnz + Ar_nn e_rmnz - an e_yz7 (41)

where

16 QO Sm tn

B, =—F——.
" ab Kz(}’z - F?nn)

(40)

arem,n =1,3,5,7,9, since the even values of m and
n would lead to p,, =¢q, =B, =A%, =0 [see
Egs. (11)—(14)].

Figure 3 shows the crystal temperature at Z =0
and Z=c¢/2 (c=5mm) at Y =56/2 planes along
the X axis. In plotting Fig. 3 we have adopted five
successive odd terms in our series solution, i.e.,
Eq. (8). In this figure the solid curves show the re-
sults of our analytical solution, and the overlapping
dotted curves show our numerical solution. As is
clear from Fig. 3, there is only a tiny difference be-
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Fig. 2. (Color online) Three-dimensional temperature distribu-
tion computed by Eq. (8) in the X-Y plane at Z=0 with
m,n=13,5,7,9.

tween the analytical and numerical solution for the
Z = 0 plane, whereas there is almost no difference
between the two solutions for Z = c¢/2. Therefore,
we can conclude that the analytical solution carries
a very considerable reliability level when just five
successive odd terms of Eq. (8) are employed. Figure 4
shows the temperature distribution along the crystal
axis (Z axis) at X =a/2 (¢ =3mm) and Y =5/2
(b =3mm) for a 15W pump power. In this figure,
too, we can hardly see any difference between the
analytical and numerical solutions.

Figure 5 depicts the temperature distribution along
the X axisin the planesZ =0andZ =c/2atY =b/2
computed by Eq. (19) of case II in which the four lat-
eral faces of the cube were kept at 7'; (= 350 K), dif-
ferent from the ambient temperature of T
(= 300K). Here, again, five successive odd terms were
included in the sum. The excellent agreement be-

T T T T T T
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FN

)

o
T

380

Termperature (K)
o
o
o

360

340 F

320+

300

0 05 1 15 2 25 3

X (m) x10°

Fig. 3. Temperature distribution at Z =0 and Z =¢/2 planes
along X axis for P = 15 W absorbed pump power. Solid curves show
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320+
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0 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4 45 5

Z(m) x 10°

Fig. 4. Temperature distribution along the crystal axisatX = a/2
and Y = b/2. The solid curve shows the analytical solution with
m,n = 1,3,5,7,9;the dotted curve shows the numerical calculation.

tween the two calculations is apparent from the Fig. 5.
Here the end faces are cooled by convection.

Figure 6 shows the three-dimensional temperature
distribution calculated by Eq. (30), in which we have
assumed an imperfect cooling system. For this, the
lateral faces are usually wrapped by a copper shield
with a cold liquid flowing around. Thus the heat
transfer coefficient can vary depending on the system
design. For our calculation, ; = 1.5 x 10* WK1 m™2
[21], which is appropriate for a system in contact with
copper. In Fig. 6, the curves are drawn along X and Z
axis for Y =b/2, and the values of m and n are
1,2, 3, ...,10 since here both the odd and the even va-
lues of m and n are relevant and none of the A%, coef-
ficients are zero. The results of the analytical and the
numerical calculations were compared in Fig. 7 for
this case. This figure is in fact the two-dimensional
projection of Fig. 6. In Fig. 7 the temperature distri-
bution is drawn along the X axisforY =b6/2atZ =0
and Z = ¢/2 planes. From the figure, it is evident that

550+

Termperature (K)
P (8]
(i) o
o o

B
o
o

350
1 1

1
0 05 1 15 2 25 3
X (m) x10°

our analytical solution with m,n = 1,3,5,7,9 ; dotted curves show
the numerical solution.

Fig. 5. Temperature distribution along the x direction in the
planes z =0 and z = ¢/2 at y = b/2, calculated by Eq. (19).
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Fig. 6. (Color online) Three-dimensional temperature distribu-

tion of Eq. (30) in the X—Z plane at y = b/2 with convection cooling
boundary conditions for all six faces.

there is a very tiny and unremarkable difference be-
tween the two calculations.

In summary, the analytical and the numerical re-
sults for the temperature distribution of an anisotro-
pic cubic crystal show excellent agreement. From
this, one can conclude a very high reliability for
our analytical calculations allowing it to be utilized
well for complex thermal analysis involving crystals
with cubic geometry.

5. Conclusions

There are many works in the literature concerning
the thermal analysis oflaser crystals of simple cylind-
rical shape. Although there are also few works about
slab crystals, to the best of our knowledge there is no
comprehensive analytical thermal expression for cu-
bic geometry laser crystals. This paper presents a

500

N
i)
o

B
o
(=]

Termperature (K)

380+

300F .
0 05 1 15 2 25 3

*(m) x10°
Fig. 7. Comparison between the analytical (solid) and numerical
(dotted) temperature along the X direction in the X-Y planesz = 0
and z = c¢/2 at y = b/2, obtained by Eq. (30).

complete derivation of temperature distribution of
an anisotropic cubic crystal. Three different cases
for boundary conditions that cover perfect and imper-
fect cooling mechanisms of the crystal are investi-
gated in detail. The expressions that are reported
for the first time were applied to a Nd : YVO, cubic
crystal, and the results were compared with its nu-
merical counterparts. The comparison shows excel-
lent agreement between the analytical and the
numerical solutions; so the analytical expressions
can be regarded as a highly reliable formulation
and can guide laser designers when complex thermal
analysis of laser cavities is encountered .

Appendix A

Here, the expressions for A, for our three different
cases stated in the text are given:

Case I
K Uon £ ha) Koy = hy) e = (KL Fha) Koy + by ) €7
Aj: — B ( zZ+ mn a z a zZz- mn a z a . A]_
mn mn (Kzr*mn _ ha)2 e Tmnc _ (Kzr‘mn 4 ha)Q elmnc ( )
Case II:
A= —B (K, T £ he) Koy —hy) e — (KU Fhe) (Kuy + hy) eF e
mn mn (Kzrmn _ ha)2 e—anc _ (Kzrmn + ha)2 eanc
168 AT (KD & hy) + (KD Fhg) 5o (42)
mnz® (KL = ha)2 e e — (K. + ha)z elmne”
Case III:
- =rc _ - Fl.c
Arﬂr:zn = an (Kzrmn = ha)(sz ha) ¢ (Kzrmn+ha)(K27 + ha) € . (A3)

(Kzrmn - ha)Z e—anc - (Kzrmn + ha)2 ermnc
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Appendix B
By substituting Eq. (30) into Eq. (1), we get

> [P, @) sin(“2 45,

mn=1 dZ2
. (oY
X s1n<7+9n> - _S<x7y72)7 (Bl)
where
K. (a,\2 K, (5,2
2 _x[(Xm Y[
meg(e) 2 (G) e

was defined above in the text. Multiplying both sides
by sin[(a,x/a) + B sin[(8,,y/b) + 0,/] and integrat-
ing over x and y from 0 — a and 0 — b, respectively,
we get to

5 [Tt i (50

x sin <“’"x + /5,,,) dx] [/ sin (‘S”y + 9n>
a b
0

. 5n’y o 16:6 —rz
X sm( b +0n/> dy} = msm t,e . (B3)

To see how these sine functions are orthogonal, we
carry out one integral, for example. The second brack-
et becomes

J s ) sin (" )
a a
0

a

1 [sin(2a,, + 28,,) — sin(24,,)] (B4)

2
T2

if m =m' and

a a 2(ap — Ay)
0

x {sin[(am + b)) = (y + Br)] = sin(f,, +ﬁm’)}

= m [Sin(am + ﬁm) cos(am/ 4 ﬂm/)

— €08 (@, + ) SIN(Cpy + Pr) = SIN(f, ) €OS (B )
= €08(fin) SIN(fim)] (B5)

ifm=m'
Rewriting Egs. (31) and (32) in the form

. Kx m
sin(f) = =5 cos (6, (B6)
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Sin(am +ﬂm) = _K;;(Zm

s

cos (@ + fim) (B7)

and substituting into (B5), we end up with zero for
(B5); i.e., the sinusoidal functions appearing in Eq.
(30) are orthogonal under the convection boundary
conditions of Eqgs. (26)—(29).
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